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_ Eountry-Parſon's 
A D MONI TION 


5 2 22 
- Pariſhioners, 


O U cannot . but ob- 
ſerve the reſtles im- 
portunity of the Romiſb 
Clergy, to gain Proſelytes to 
'their Church. And '"tispro- 
i bable, that you your ſelves 
'ere long, may happen to 
« hear from them. For the 
have difterent Forms of ad. 
A } dreſs, 


[2] 
dreſs, very plauſible. and in- 
finuating, fitted 'to the Ca-, || 
pacities, of all forts of Per- | 
ſans Andtherefore that you _ 
may not be ſurprized with ; 
theſe Charmers, nor impoſed , 
on by their Methods of De- 
ceit; I do think it my Duty | 
thus to caution you .. 
them, bydefirmy you toob- ob 
ſerve theſe wo Dieetions - 

I. A Hol Life. G41 
2. A modeſt Dependance wp- 
en your Spiritual Guide. 

Asto the faſt of theſe, let 
me admoniſh you in the | | 
words of St. hol Shew me * | 
thy Faith b thy Works. Th 
' For it Ggnifies nothing | 
what Mens Profeſſion is, if their 
Prattice 


[3] 

; Prafticeisnot anſwerable.And 

he who 1s in earneſt to fave 

his Soul, will doubtleſs be as 

- much afraid' of Debauched 

"| Courſes, as of erroneons Opinions: 

' ©Since thoſedo as much, nay 

* more than theſe, occaſion his 

Damnation. 

I do therefore beg of you, 

| That as you do profeſs your 

d» ſelves Members of the Church 

1 u# of England, ſo you would take 

great Care, that your Lives 

and Converſations may be ans 
{werable to its Doftrme. 
The fim of which 

i Arine;as it relates to Practice; 

4 » you do find in the Church- 

Catechiſm, in anfer to thoſe 

two Queſtions; - .Bhat 1s thy 

| A 4 Duty 


; 


[4] 
Duty towards God ? and What _ 
3s thy Duty tomards thy .Neighs 
bour ? Which I would dviſ 
-you very often to read, and 
ſeriouſly to conſider. And <=. - 
when, þy the, Aſſiſtance of 
God's Bleſſed Spirit,you have % ' 
tranſcribed thoſe Anſwers into 
your Lives; Let me then af- 

ſure you, That the Ten Com- 
mandments thus practiſed, are 

the beſt Expolition of your W 3 
Creed. If any Man will do his 
Will, he ſhall know of the Deo- 
Grine, whether it be of God, 
John 7.17. For he that hath, 

zo him ſhall be given : and he |, 

that hath not, = him ſhall be i 
taken, even that which he hath, * 
Mark 4: 25. 5. e. He who 
maketh 
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- maketh . a right-uſe of "that 
_ Grace and Knowledg 


which 
God hath given him : He 
who values and improves it, 
and is truly thankful for it, 
To him ſhall be given more. And 
be. that hath not ; i. e. He who 
hath not made a right uſe and 
improvement of his Grace or 
Knowledge ; from him ſhall 
be taken, -- even that which he 
bath. 

. But becauſe you muſt not 
expect, that God ſhould now 
reach and inſtruct you in an 
extraordinary and miraculous 
manner, as he did the Apo- 
ſtles, but mediately, and in the 
uſe of means : You are there- 
fore to conſider what thoſe 
A5 Means 


[6] 
Means are, which God hath 
red far your Dire&ion 


and Inſertion. The chief | 


of which (to omit others) is, 
A modeſt Dependance upon 
#be Miniſterial Funftion,/ 


I ſhall not now inſiſt upon * 


abhe publick Offices of the 
Church, nor your Obligation 
to attend them ; as Prayers, 
Sacraments, Preaching, $e. but 
ſhall only dire& you how to 
behave your ſelves, when = 
one deſigns to ſeduce 
from the Communion 0 te 
Church of England. 

And the expedients I would 
propoſe, are theſe 

1. Let it be your earneſt 

and cory Prayer unto God, to 
give 


EF 


give you his Grace, to hold 
faſt the Profeſſion of your Faith, 
without Wiavering , that you 
may continue in the ſame un-' 
to your Lives End. 

2. When you read. the 
Holy Scriptures, and do find 
ſome Place which is too dif- 
fcult for you, do not then 
pretend to Interpree it your 
ſelves. But beg the Direction 
of your Spiritual Guide ;, and 
delire him to ſhew you how 
It 15 to be underſtood. 

2. As far as pofſble avoid 
all Diſputes about Religion. 
Be not carried about with every 
Wind of Dotrin. Ephel. 4.1 4- 
z. e. Do not hearken to the 
Whiſpers of every bold Pre- 
tender » Waich 


[8] : 
.. Which to Perſonsof your {| 
Capacity is very ſeaſonaþle 
Advice. Fory To convince Gain= || 
ayers, and to anſwer Objet;- 
0s, is a matter of Skill and | 
Exerciſe : ' And therefore Jou ..| 
( being a working People , + 
who ſweat for your daily 
Bread ) may with great. mo- 
deſty acknowledge to your 
Catholick, Miſſionary, that you 
have neither Leiſure nor A- 


bility for ſuch Diſputes. And P! 


conſequently you may dehire 
hm, ſince he is diſpoſed to 
diſcourſe of Religion, thar he 


would rather help your De- | 


votion, than diſturb your Be- 
het. 

You may afſure him, That 

_ You 


ww 


L 9. 
you ſhall not think your Faith 
the leſs firm, and Orthodox, 
becauſe you cannot return an 
Extemporary anfwer to the 
premeditated Objections of a 
learned Adverfary. 

"Tis pothble that ſuch a 
ſubtle Diſputant , as he 1s, 
might pretend to prove to 
' you; That Graſs is not Green. 
And he might urge ſuch Ar- 
guments as would really battle 
you ; and to which you could 
not return any tolerable Ars 


ſwer. But yet for all his So- 
phiſtry, though he might {1- 
=o he would not fatisly, * 
For you would ſtill believe 


your Senſes, and could not 
think it of any other ee 


ce 
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If this will not make him 


to deſiſt; But that he will 
ſtill be urging the great Pri- 
vileges of the Romiſh 
Church : The Security of her 
Faith ; The Excellency of her 
Devotion , The great Learning 


and Piety of her Clergy,&c: To 


this you may reply, 

4. That you underſtand 
very little of the Privileges 
of the Church of Rome. That 
to know the State of any 
Foreign Church , requires 
more Skill and Reading than 


_ can be expected from Perſons 


of your mean Condition. That 
you are Members of the 
Church of England, which is 


@ true Catholie aud Apoſto- 


lic 
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lie Chirch. That mto this 

/ Church you were admitred 

| by Baptiſm ; and with this 

Church you have held Com- 

munion in all her Offices. 

| And conſequently to ſeparate 

'| * from this Church , without 

ſome urging cauſe, is down- 
right Schiſm. 

t For Schiſm, 18 the proper 

+ notion of it, is, A cauſleſs ſe- 

q}? paration from that part of the 

' wifible Church, of which you are 

Members. 

And therefore he who 

hath a mind to make you 

dk his Proſehres, and will talk 

0 pertinently, and to the Point; 

before he can pretend to in- 

vite you to the Church of 


f Rome, 


— g—_ RES | ——_ 
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Rome, he muſt firſt convince, 
you, , That it is your Duty to. * 


ſeparate from. the Church of 
England. In order to which, 
he mult plainly prove, That 
the Church of England 1s no 
ſound Member of the Church 
Catholic ; and conſequently, 
That Salvation cannot ordi- 
narily be had in the Church 
of England : At leaſt not with 
ſuch Safety, Certainty, and 
Advantage, as it may in the 
Church of Rome. | 
To prove this he muſt 
convince you, "That the Do- 
Gtrine of the Church of Eng- 
land is either defe:ive or falſe. 
If he pretends that it is de- 
feftive ; he mult then ſhew, 
wp T3 


, 
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that there are ſome” Truths 


neceflarily to be believed, as 
Articles of Faith, which the 
Church of England doth 'not 
receive as ſuch. And alſo that 
there are ſome neceſlary Du- 
ties, or Parts of Worſhip, 
which the Church of England 
either wholly omits, or elſe 
doth not require under any 
ſuch Neceflity. And let him 
here inſtance to you ; what 
thoſe Articles and Parts of 
Worſhip are, - wherein our 
Church is thus defe&ive. 

But if he affirms, Secondly, 
That the Do&trine of the 
Church of England is Falſe, 
he muſt then prove, 'That the 
Chv»<! of Enzland doth re- 
quire 


[ 14 ] 
quire ſore wnlatfil Condition 
of her Communion ; and that 
either in Faith or Worſhip. 
Plainly thus: He muſt make 
it appear, That her Faith is 
erroneous, and contrary to the | 
written Word of God ; The 
Faith once deliver'd to the Saints : 


Or elſe that her Worſhip is 
Unlazful,Superſtitious,or Ido- 
latrous. And-let him here 
likewiſe giveyou an Inſtance, 
and diſtin&tly ſhew you, what 
particular Article of our Faith 
1s thus erroneous + And what 
particular part of our Wor- 
ſhip he thinks wilawful. And 
when he hath made his Ex- 
ceptions, you may then tell 
him, 


5. Thar 


&. _  » OF TV" Wh... IO. 5 


» 1 * 4 at. bd p 
il has : 


ES 
5. That your Memory 1s 


{ but ſhort; and if he pleaſe 


therefore to give you in wri- 


L ting what he hath now faid, 


er with one or two of 


\} , his byſt Arguments upon , 


thoſe Points ; you may then 
, conlider them at your Lei- 


, 


fure. 

If he refuſeth to give you 
ſach a Paper, ſuſpect him for - 
a Cheat, and that he comes 
with adeſign to impoſe upon 
you. For Truth doth not 
fear the Light , but ſubmits 
its Tenets to the ſtricteſt 


| 


| 


| 


Examination. 

Bur if he grants your 
Defire ; then bring that Pa- 
per to Me, and give me the 


oppor- 


[16] 
opportunity to, tell you.my - 
Thoughts of it. . And I do © 
here beg and intreat you,nay | 
(as one who muſt anſwer for 
your Souls, if they periſh 
through my Neglect I re- 
qure and charge all Fou in | 
this Pariſh committed to my 
Care; that you would be fo | 
- Faithful both to-your ſelves 
and me, as not to be-too - 
confident. of your own Sſill : | 
nor to think any Argument * 
unanſwerable, becauſe you 
your. ſelyes are net able to 
anſwer it. FE: 
In the Aﬀeairs of this | 
b | World, you do judg it pru- 
F-4 dent to conſult other Men in 
| their ſeveral Profefſhons , 
Þ | | Ply- 


ny 1 


do 
ay 


or 


ih 
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Phyſicians, Lawyers, &c. 


| Should fome crafty Com- 


| panion pretend - to your E- 


| ſlates, you would not at the 
entring of his Action, grant 
; him Poffeffion ; but would 
conſult the Learned in the 
Law, how to defend your 


4A Title: 
{ Pray therefotedo not part 


with your Religion for a 
Trick.” But be as careful of 


'F your Souls as you are of your 


| I 


Let us hold faſt the Profej- 


fien of our Faith, without wa- 


q vering ; for he is Faithful that 


Promiſed. Heb. 10. 22. 
"4 N43 & 


A Plain Defence of the 
Proteſtant Religion fit- 
ted to the meaneſt Capacity, 
being a Full Confutation of 
the Net for the Fiſhers of 
Men, Publiſhed by two 
Gentlemen lately gone over 
ro the Church of Rome;where- 
in the moſt material Argu- 
ments of. the Romiſh Party 
are fully anfwered., and is 
evidently made appear, That 
their | Departure fram the 
Proteſtant Religion was with- 


out Cauſe or Reafon. 
Written 


, -F 
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of | Written for publick Good, 


by L.E. a Son-'of the Church 
[or Bagand, as by Law Eſta- 
bliſhed. Sold "op R. Taylor 


tnear Stationers Hall 


I I 
, Rome's Convittion, or a V in- 
dication of the Original Inſti- 


Jrution of Chriſtianity, in 


Oppolition to the many Utur- 

tions of the Church of 
ome, and their frequent Vio- 
lation of Divine Right : Clear- 
ly evinced by Arguments 
drawn from their own Prin- 
ciples and undeniable matter 
pt Fact : Written by Fohn 
Savage, at the Requelt of 
ſome Perſons of Honour and 
orth. Sold by moſt Books 
ſellers. IL 
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fourth ,, and laſt Vol me; . 


Traded from the Greek by 
ſeveral Hands; is now int 
Prefs, and will be Publiſh 
hext Eaſter Term. | 


